
 

 

 Following closely on the 

tail of a successful though hot 

and humid AALL Annual 

Meeting in Washington D.C., 

many of us return to wrap up 

Summer activities and move into 

the tasks of Fall. For most of you 

I hope that includes a trip to 

Canada and the WestPac Annual 

Meeting in Victoria in October. 

We recently received the 

welcome news that the cost of 

our hotel has been reduced and 

the final program has been 

established. For more 

information on this, be sure to 

visit the web site, http://

library.law.uvic.ca/westpac2009. 

 For my part, Iôd like to 

thank my committee chairs and 

their active members. Itôs been a 

very busy year, and I am so 

impressed with the commitment 

from the membership to work 

towards improving the 

organization.  

 

 

 The Public Relations 

Committee led by Merri Hartse, 

with the help of Neil Campbell 

and Serena Abelson of the 

Local Arrangements 

Committee, set up a very 

attractive WestPac table at 

AALL.  

 Dennis Sears and the 

Grants Committee found two 

excellent recipients for 

WestPac and AALL grants. 

Look for further information for 

upcoming grants to Victoria in 

this issue.  

 Ann Hemmens with the 

Site Selection Committee 

identified San Francisco for our 

2010 meeting, and Janet Fischer 

of Golden Gate University has 

agreed to chair the Local 

Arrangements Committee.  

Janet has experience with 

arranging meetings, and she is 

full of excellent ideas for an 

interesting gathering.   

Continued on next page. 
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 Iôd also like to take this opportunity to 

mention a change to our newsletter format. 

With the Fall issue, our newsletter will 

change to an electronic-only publication. The 

electronic environment offers a number of 

advantages, not the least of which is 

inexpensive space. Having no page limits has 

afforded us the opportunity to expand on the 

activities of our members and our 

committees, however copying and mailing 

such extensive issues has become 

cumbersome and expensive.  

 Our 20-page issue this Spring was the 

impetus to reconsider our publishing 

policies. Several chapters have chosen 

similarly to limit their publications to online 

access. This is a green solution that will save 

the organization money and allow the editor 

to spend time with newsletter content instead 

of copying and mailing. And with the new 

format comes a new name. Submissions are 

currently being solicited. 

 Finally your responses to the survey 

questions regarding continuing membership 

for our unemployed colleagues have been 

collected. The responses were 

overwhelmingly in favor of this idea. Over 

the next months we will be looking for the 

most practical way to put this into practice, 

using your comments to guide us. Anyone 

looking to submit further opinions should 

feel free to contact me directly. 

 While I still have a lot of work to do 

during my next few months as President, this 

will be my final column. In light of that, may 

I say again how much I have enjoyed the 

honor of leading this organization. I have 

always felt that the WestPac members are 

welcoming and friendly, and I will walk 

away from this experience feeling even more 

strongly so.  

Continued from previous page.  My greatest pleasure in leading has 

been having the opportunity to get to know 

many of you. If I, a shy and retiring librar-

ian can do this, then anyone can. Please 

consider volunteering for a committee or 

running for office. There is no better group 

of people with whom to serve. My best 

wishes for a pleasant beginning to Autumn. 

NAME THE NEWSLETTER 
Do you have an idea for a new name for the 

WestPac News? 

So far, we have received these suggestions but 

we need more.   Westpac Currents  

WestPac Passages 

WestPac Writ   

WestPac Round Up 

Please send your suggestions to: 

tkelly@willamette.edu 



Summer, 2009ὧ               WESTPAC News               ὧ               Page 3  

 

 WESTPAC News is published three times per year 

(Fall, Spring, Summer) by the Western Pacific Chapter of 

the American Association of Law Libraries.   

 Chapter membership is $15 annually and includes a 

subscription to WESTPAC News.   

 

 Send membership fees and address changes to: 

Laurie Urquiaga, Howard W. Hunter Law Library 

P256B JRCB, Brigham Young University, 

Provo, UT 84602-8000 

urquiagal@lawgate.byu.edu 

 

 WESTPAC News Editor 

Timothy P. Kelly 

Willamette University College of Law  Library 

tkelly@willamette.edu  

 

Statements and opinions expressed in WESTPAC News  

are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 

official opinions of WESTPAC or AALL. 

 

Newsletter ©2009, Western Pacific Chapter,  

American Association of Law Libraries.   

Individual authors retain the copyright in their original  

writings.  Please contact the author(s) directly  

for permission  

to reproduce material from this publication. 

 

WESTPAC Website 

http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/westpac 

Webmaster at:  kjones@courts.state.wy.us  

 

 

WESTPAC DISCUSSION L IST MODERATOR  

Timothy P. Kelly  tkelly@willamette.edu 

WESTPAC Discussion List:  

to subscribe, send a message to  

listproc@willamette.edu.   

In the body of the message, type:   

sub westpac-l firstname lastname. 

 

 Member contributions to WESTPAC News are al-

ways appreciated.  The preferred method of submission is 

to send the newsletter editor a WordPerfect or Word docu-

ment by  attaching it to an email addressed to:   

   tkelly@willamette.edu 

ATTENDING WESTPAC IN 

VICTORIA B.C. ?   
 

 If so, be the first to partici-

pate in the newly initiated Men-

toring program.  
 

 The purpose of the program 

is to identify meeting attendees 

who are new members, or mem-

bers who are attending their first 

WestPac meeting, and pair them 

with a current member who is 

willing to attend the Opening Re-

ception with them and introduce 

them to other members.  

 

 The program is now open for 

all librarians and librarians -in-

training from all types of librar-

ies. Newer WestPac members (0-5 

years) and first-time attendees are 

encouraged to apply as mentees. 

All other WestPac members are 

invited to serve as mentors.  

  

 Please contact Tawnya 

Plumb, Membership Committee 

Chair, at tplumb@uwyo.edu to ex-

press your interest in the pro-

gram. 

mailto:kjones@courts.state.wy.us
mailto:tplumb@uwyo.edu
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 Hawley Troxell Ennis & 

Hawley, LLP departments held 

their first ever joint training event 

for attorneys and paralegals on Au-

gust 6. This was called the Hawley 

Troxell Summer Training Fair, and 

was designed for the firmôs attor-

neys and paralegals. Departments 

involved in this venture were Ac-

counting, IT, Library, and Practice 

Group Support (aka Litigation Sup-

port).   

 Each department developed a 

10 minute lesson related to some-

thing the attendees needed to know 

as a quick review. The idea is that incorporating a short lesson into a fun activity heightens 

the retention of what is learned.  However, we also learned that it was a great opportunity for 

the department groups to work as a team in creating a training event.   

Many of the instructors also were able 

to provide undivided individual attention to 

some attendees who might not have thought 

of meeting with the department on some-

thing of concern outside of the pre-

coordinated lesson plans. 

TRAINING FAIR PROVIDES FUN 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
Article and photos submitted by 

Allison Perry, Library Services 

Hawley Troxell Ennis & Hawley L.L.P., Boise, Idaho 

Photo above: 

Alison Perry (Library Services) ex-

plains Key Number searching with Nick Tay-

lor (associate), while Teressa Zywicki 

(Westlaw) looks on. 

Photo on right: 

Patrick Robinson (IT) reviews Black-

berry tips with Rick Goodson (partner). 
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We used "Fair" as a theme because during the hot summer days of August the Western 

Idaho Fair occurs at the fairgrounds here in Boise.  Each department set up their training sta-

tion as a fair booth - the Library's theme was "fortune-telling" with the understanding that Key 

Numbers, Find & Print, and KeyCite could guide you to the truth in your research.  Okay, it's a 

stretch. But it was fun to develop a theme, and easy to drape some colorful scarves, set out a 

crystal ball, and borrow some cool tarot cards for the booth! For consistency on all booths 

(tables with laptops), we decorated with red, white and blue crepe paper and added balloons to 

enhance the festive atmosphere. Patrick Robinson, from our IT department, created a Power-

Point that highlighted the agenda and ended with clip art of fireworks (because the real fair at 

the fairgrounds always ends with a great fireworks show). Since the weather outside turned 

into an unusually thunderstorm active, wet and gloomy day for August, I also think our Fair 

might have provided a lift to some spirits. 

As a one person library (OPL), and since I was working with Westlaw services, I invited 

our local Westlaw rep, Teressa Zywicki, to be my booth's expert partner. The other departments 

had at least two people who could trade-off, and in the instance of the accounting department - 

their whole crew traded off with one person being at the booth each hour! 

 The Fair was a success, based on the evaluation surveys participants returned. They all 

welcomed the different kinds of training in one room, the creative approach, and the easy time 

availability ï walk-in at leisure. In our fairôs four hour period (10 a.m. - 2 p.m.) we had 25 visi-

tors. At times each booth had more than one person taking part in the lesson, and both booth 

partners were kept busy. Thanks to the kindness of library vendors, such as Westlaw, Wolt-

ersKluwer/CCH, ALI-ABA as 

well as the firm's marketing de-

partment, we could even provide 

booth prizes!  The firm provided 

candies, decorations, and a grand 

prize for a final drawing - to be 

eligible for the grand prize draw-

ing, participants needed to learn 

one lesson at 3 different booths. 

Many of them went to all 4 

booths to take a lesson. 

Photo: Heather Young (Accounting) 

reviews conflict check information 

with a captive audience of partners. 

 

TRAINING FAIR PROVIDES FUN LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
Continued from previous page. 
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ITõS ROUND UP TIME! 

NEWS FROM AROUND WESTPAC 

IDAHO  

 

CELEBRATING NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK...IN SESSION?  
 
SUBMITTED BY KRISTN FORD, LIBRARIAN  
IDAHO LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE LIBRARY  

 
In Idaho, our legislature is not usually still in session 

by the time National Library Week rolls around.  This 

year we held our second-longest session in history.  

By the time National Library Week came upon us, we 

were all of us, legislators, legislative and library staff 

alike, weary and grumpy.  I considered skipping the 

usual celebrations I hold for legislative staff, with the 

excuse that we were too busy with session, but de-

cided we needed the celebrations more than ever, and 

that it was a rare opportunity to involve legislators in 

National Library Week as well.  Traditionally I have 

held daily contests and treats during National Library 

Week.  This year, I delegated some of this responsibil-

ity to my assistant and put him in charge of activities 

for two of the five days.   Adding new blood to the 

celebrations turned out to be a good and successful 

infusion of energy. 

 
Mark created a mini-golf course in the libraryéé.something I never would have done, but it 

brought in a different group of people that hadnôt traditionally participated in the usual library 

week quizzes and contests! 

 

Some legislators entered and even won in our contests, along with legislative staff, and many 

people thanked us for providing a little relief from the prolonged session this year. 
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MONTANA   
 

NATIONAL AWARD FOR LISA MECKLENBERG JACKSON, ATTORNEY  

MONTANA LEGISLATIVE SERVICES, HELENA, MONTANA  

 

 WestPac member Lisa Mecklenberg Jackson, attorney with Montana Legislative Ser-

vices in Helena, was recently awarded a national award for producing a document considered 

to be "outstanding" by a staff section of the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL).   
Full story follows the poster on the next page. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESTPAC ROUND UP! 



Summer, 2009ὧ               WESTPAC News               ὧ               Page 8  

 

 

WESTPAC ROUND UP! 

MONTANA  
Story continued from previous page. 

 

MONTANA MEMBER WINS NATIONAL AWARD FOR  

READ POSTER CAMPAIGN FEATURING STATE LEGISLATORS  

 

 Winning in the category of Innovative Advocacy was the Montana Legislator READ 

poster series, http://www.mtlib.org , produced by Lisa Mecklenberg Jackson and Jim Kam-

merer, Montana State Library. (Poster on page 7.) Created during the last legislative session 

these posters, featuring legislators and state and federal officials with their favorite books, with 

the words "We Support Montana Libraries" boldly written on them, were sent to libraries 

across the state of Montana. The Notable Documents judges were extremely impressed with 

the campaign and wanted to know how to engage legislators in their own states in a similar ef-

fort. "We loved it!" the judges wrote in the award letter.  

 Over 50 legislators and state and national officials posed for the posters and over 200 

copies of the posters were mailed free to libraries throughout Montana (libraries requested any 

posters they wanted). The photos were taken at a booth during a January legislator reception 

sponsored by the Montana State Library and then graphically imposed on the READ posters. 

This is the first time such an endeavor was undertaken in Montana.  

 "We weren't sure how receptive legislators would be to having their photo taken for a 

READ poster, but they were delighted to do so," said Lisa. "We were overwhelmed with the 

response and we expect to generate even greater participation next session once legislators 

have seen what it's all about. Really, it a win-win situation for everyone," continued Lisa. 

"Legislators get their faces out there and libraries get "celebrity" support for their libraries. 

Everybody's happy!" 

 The Legislative Research Librarians' (LRL) staff section of NCSL hosts an annual Nota-

ble Documents competition each spring in which states send in their best legislatively pro-

duced documents which are judged by a panel of information professionals on a variety of cri-

teria including contribution to an area of significance to legislators and legislative staff, inno-

vation in presentation of material, and promotion of  understanding of government processes, 

functions, or relationships.  

 This year, 12 documents nationwide were chosen as Notable Documents winners. All of 

the Notable Documents winners were honored  for their excellence in exploring topics of con-

temporary interest to legislators and staff at a lunch at the 2009 NCLS Legislative Summit in 

Philadelphia and receive a certificate of recognition, as well as seals of note for the documents. 

Their works were also be showcased at the legislative summit.  

http://www.mtlib.org
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UTAH    
 

DENNIS SEARS ELECTED NEW CHAIR OF SPECIAL INTEREST SECTION (SIS) 

COUNCIL FOR AALL  

 

 

DENNIS SEARS, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR FOR LEGAL  

RESEARCH INSTRUCTION  

HOWARD W. HUNTER LAW LIBRARY, J. REUBEN CLARK 

LAW SCHOOL, BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY  

 

 

Dennis Sears was elected the Chair of the Special Interest Section (SIS) Council for AALL.  

Dennis served as the Chair of the Foreign, Comparative, and International Law (FCIL) SIS last 

year and was elected this year to represent the interests and concerns of all thirteen SISs to 

AALL's Executive Board for the 2009-2010 term.  

___________________________________________________________ 

MORE FROM IDAHO  
 

SUZANNE DARAIS RECEIVES AWARD FOR           

EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING  

SUZANNE DARAIS, LIBRARIAN AND ADJUNCT          

PROFESSOR OF LAW, S.J. QUINNEY COLLEGE OF LAW, 

UNIVERSITY OF UTAH  

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Suzanne Darais, Quinney Law Library, 

who was awarded the Peter W. Billings Excellence in Teaching 

Award in recognition of her accomplishments as an  adjunct profes-

sor in the College of Law. 

 

WESTPAC ROUND UP! 
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AALL CONVENTION  

GRANT RECEPIENT  

Shawn G. Nevers, Research Librarian 

Howard W. Hunter Law Library, Brigham Young University  

 As a law student at Brigham Young University I met some 

amazing people who genuinely loved their jobs.  As I spoke with 

them and worked with them I realized I wanted to be one of them.  

They were law librarians.   

 

 After graduation I left Provo for Champaign ïUrbana and the 

University of Illinois where I earned my MLIS.  Luckily for me, a 

job in the law library at BYU was open at that time and Iôve been 

here for the last three years.   

 I am grateful for the grant provided by WestPac to cover some of my costs in attending 

the Annual AALL conference in Washington D.C.  I had a great time and learned a lot.  One of 

the best things about the Conference was connecting with old friends and making new ones.  

My colleagues across the country always have great ideas and suggestions that motivate me to 

try new things and think new thoughts.  I always feel like a better law librarian after spending a 

few days with people like you. 

  

 As far as the content of the conference goes, I took away a few points Iôve been mulling 

over.  First, what is the role of law librarians in the publication of the law on the web?  Should 

we be ensuring that primary sources are available on the web?  Should we be creating metadata 

standards to make these sources more accessible?  Second, how can legal research instruction 

in law schools better prepare our students for the real world?  Should we be working more 

closely with law firm librarians and practicing attorneys to enhance our instruction?  What 

types of assignments work best for preparing students and whatôs the best way to grade them? 

 

As you can tell, I left the Conference with more questions than answers.  But, I think the 

profession is strengthened as we continually evaluate and analyze important topics.  This Con-

ference gave me a lot to think about and I hope together we can find some good answers. 

 

         - SHAWN G. NEVERS 
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AALL CONVENTION  

GRANT RECEPIENT  

Merri Hartse, Electronic Resources Librarian 

Gonzaga University School of Law 

 As the WestPac recipient of an AALL Chapter Registration 

Grant I attended the Annual Meeting in Washington, DC. This par-

ticular conference offered a balance of quality programming, fabu-

lous receptions, and great networking opportunities, all in the ex-

citing setting of our nationôs capitol. Despite my fear of time zone 

changes, I adapted easily, and enjoyed every moment. 

 

 The opening event, sponsored by LexisNexis, offered the 

perfect start to a great conference. While thunder rumbled and 

lightening lit the sky over the Capitol building, librarians enjoyed 

a spirited party inside the Library of Congressô marbled Great Hall. During the reception, LC 

opened two exhibits filled with rare books, maps, and artifacts: Exploring the Early Americas, 

and Thomas Jeffersonôs Library. 

 

 The keynote address by Jonathan Zittrain, Harvard law professor and cyber law scholar, 

proved thought-provoking. He detailed the downside of the internetôs evolution, and then 

brought his comments full circle describing internet successes and models for creative collabora-

tions among ñnetizens.ò One example he used is Wikipedia where self-governance and good 

faith provide a role model for collaboration. Many programs were both educational and practi-

caléstuff I can use at work! Highlights included programs on Electronic Court Records which 

detailed the CCJ/COSAôs efforts to clarify and publish guidelines for rules for access to court re-

cords. In the program Laws and Codes: How Do They Do That? we heard from the actual 

managers at the Office of Law Revision Counsel (Peter LeFevre) and NARA (Michael White). 

Did you know there are bills pending to expand the US Code beyond 50 volumes? Chat 2.0: 

Renovating Virtual Reference presented findings from Georgetown Law Library. Librarians 

documented that students primarily use chat service while in the libraryélogging over 2,000 

chat sessions last year. These are just a few of the many programs, roundtable discussions, and 

vendor update sessions I attended.  

 

 The bigger challenge was fitting it all in. My conference was topped off by a small-plates 

lunch at Zaytinya, arranged by Deb Person, where WestPac members congregated to talk, con-

duct business, and savor some of the most delicious fare available in the DC area. Thank you to 

the grants committee for this award. I encourage WestPac members to apply for these grant op-

portunitiesé.you might be surprised at how much you gain. ðMERRI HARTSE  
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WESTPAC Business Meeting, JULY 28, 2009 

Zatinya Restaurant, Washington D.C. 

 

Call to Order  

 

Deb Person, WestPac President, called the meeting to order at 1:10pm. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Minutes from the Bozeman meeting were unanimously approved. 

 

Bozeman Report 

 

Buck expressed appreciation for the work of the Bozeman meeting Arrangements Committee: 

Review of the Treasurer's Report 

Noted that WestPac lost $1K at Bozeman, largely due to vendor non-support. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Local Arrangements 2009 �±  
Serena has set up a table with information. 

Meeting to be held in Victoria, Vancouver Island (this is not Vancouver proper, attendees will need  

transportation to the island from Vancouver or Seattle). 

Location: Royal Point Inn 

Program Planning: 

Native Law & Native Legal History Program 

Local Program On International Boundaries 

British Columbia Courthouse Library Society - Electronic Educational Outreach 

Serials Cancellation 

Legislative Library Tour 

Reminders: 

Victoria has moderate weather, prepare for rain   U.S. participants will need a passport 

Archives is working on an electronic copy of the history & manual to be added to the website. 

Constitution and Bylaws 

Will be presenting issues by email before the Victoria meeting 

Some bylaws updates required/inspired by update of manual 

Education (See Local Arrangements above) 

Government Relations made a report. 

Grants and Awards  

Had only 2 applicants for DC funds.   Would like more for Victoria meeting 

Membership is developing a program to provide mentors for first-time attendees at the annual meeting. 

Newsletter 

Tim Kelly is the new editor,  He is grateful for contributions, and requests lots more. 

Nominations and Elections  

Robert Truman is the President-Elect 

Christine Timko will be the new Treasurer 

Public Relations  

Members wrote two newsletter articles  Set up the table for the conference 

Site Selection announced that Janet Fischer will be the Local Arrangements chair for the 2010 meeting in San Francisco.    

          The meeting was adjourned at 1:25 

MINUTES FROM THE JULY, 2009 BUSINESS MEETING  

WASHINGTON D.C., RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED  

BY LAURIE URQUIAGA, 2008 -2010 CHAPTER SECRETARY 


