In 1987, the New Jersey Law
Librarians Association was first
approved as a chapter of the
American Association of Law
Libraries. So, on July 6, 2002, our
organization turned 15 years
old. At this time, it seems
appropriate to take a look back
at how our organization came
fo be what it is today.

Scott L. Fisher

In 1980, a small group of NJ law
liorarians, mainly in the Newark and
Trenton areas, began to meet informally
to share ideas, create educational
programs, and generally to support one
another in professional endeavors. In
time, the group’s membership swelled.
It became apparent that it was time for
the group to formalize as a chapter of
the American Association of Law
Libraries. Chapter status was approved
on July 6, 1987 at the 80" Annual
Meeting of the American Association of
Law Libraries. The New lJersey Law
Librarians Group became the New
Jersey Law Librarians Association.

The newly elected President, Karen B.
Brunner, and the members of the first
Executive Board were responsible for
creating the basic foundations of the
organization and determining how the
New Jersey Law Librarians Association
would serve its membership. These basic
components remain the foundation of
the organization today. It was during this
first crucial year that the initial standing
committees were identified and formed.
Many of the committees created at that
time are still in existence today. They
include: Membership, Newsletter,
Nominating, Placement, Program, and
Public Relations. With this gigantic leap
forward, NJLLA's first year was an active
one. The new Program Committee
coordinated a series of educational
programs for the benefit of the members
focusing on topics of interest to NJ law
librarians.  The Newsletter Committee
published the Association’s first
newsletter. The newsletter went through
several different name changes during
this fime. "NJLLA In Brief" did not come
along unftil approximately 2 years into
the Association’s existence. The
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Membership Committee compiled and
produced a directory of NIJLLA
members. This publication became a
valuable tool to all members in the
normal course of their daily work. It was
used by many members when trying to
locate a much needed book. Of
course, this was in the days prior to the
NJLLA Union List and the NJLLA listserv.
New Jersey law librarions used the
directory to call their fellow law librarians
for assistance.

Time passed and membership
confinued to grow. As it did, the
Association expanded its services not
only to its members but also to other
organizations and interested individuals
in the legal community. Endeavors such
as the Improving New Jersey Legal
Publications Committee, the
Government & Legal Affairs Committee,
the Outreach Education Committee, the
Union List Committee, and the
Technology Assessment for Librarian
Education & Study (TALES) Committee
enabled the Association to achieve this
goal. The Improving New lJersey Legal
Publications Committee was formed to
work with vendors producing New Jersey
legal resources in order to improve the
quality, timeliness, and usage of those
resources.

The Government & Legal Affairs
Committee monitored legislation of
parficular  intferest to the legal
community. The Outreach Education
Committee was created for the sole
purpose of serving the needs of non-
members (i.e. paralegals, law students,
etc.). This committee created the
“Bridge the Gap for Summer Associates”
program, now in its eleventh year, which
was designed to enhance the legal
research skills that summer associates
are first learning in law school. The
committee also developed a basic legal
research course for paralegals, potential
law librarians and law and/or library
students. Instructors at these programs
were members of NJLLA. The Union List

committee developed, through a
cooperative effort, a union list of print
resources available in member libraries.
This publication has become a valued
resource to members in providing quick
access to print resources that are not
available in their own library collections.

As technology began to impact on New
Jersey’'s  law librarians, the TALES
Committee was formed. This committee
was created for the sole purpose of
assisting members with issues relating to
the rapid development of technology in
New Jersey's law libraries. Now defunct,
the committee created opportunities for
members to share information and learn
from one another. The TALES committee
guided members through the morass of
technology trends and assisted in the
development of the Association’s
website and listserv. Recently, the
Executive Board created a special
committee to explore how technology
could be further used for conducting the
Association’s  business. The Special
Committee on Electronic Publication
assessed how technology might be
better used to provide information and
support to its members. The findings of
this committee will be evident as the
future of NJLLA unfolds.

Through the years, the Association and

its changing leadership have
endeavored to remain tfrue to the
organization's original objectives

outlined by the founding members.
NJLLA’s ultimate purpose is to offer New
Jersey’s law librarians the opportunity to
network with each other, exchange and
share ideas and provide information
relating to their profession. The
underlining goal is to foster a spirit of
ongoing interaction and support among
professional colleagues. To this end, the
current members of NJLLA continue the
work begun by the founding members
of our organization fiffeen years ago.
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PRESIDENT

Emma J. Williams

New Jersey Board of Public Utilities
Phone: 973-648-2015

E-Mail: williamse@bpu.state.n].us

VICE-PRESIDENT/PRESIDENT-ELECT
Stephanie Fox Pierson

LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene & MacRae, LLP
Phone: 973-643-3678

E-Mail: spierson@llgm.com

PAST PRESIDENT

Daniel R. Campbell

Rutgers Law Library — Newark

Phone: 973-353-3039

E-Mail:
drcampbe@andromeda.rutgers.edu

TREASURER

Beth Petruska

Lowenstein Sandler PC

Phone: 973-597-2500 ext. 5122
E-Mail: bpetruska@lowenstein.com

SECRETARY

Anne Shulman

Riker Danzig Scherer Hyland & Perretti,
LLP

Phone: 973-538-0800

E-Mail: ashulman@riker.com

MEMBER-AT-LARGE

Elizabeth A. Greenfield

Pitney Hardin Kipp & Szuch LLP
Phone: 973-966-8223

E-Mail: egreenfield@phks.com

MEMBER-AT-LARGE

Fay Austin

Phoenix Information Services, Inc.
Phone: 908-226-1661

E-Mail: faaustin@compuserve.com

New Jersey Legal Research Handbook,
4th by Paul Axel-Lute.

Written by NJLLA member Paul Axel-
Lute and published in 1998 by the New
Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal
Education, this is the fourth edition of
this highly praised reference work on

New Jersey legal research.

2002-2003 STANDING COMMITTEE
CHAIRS

ARCHIVE

Daniel R. Campbell

Phone: 973-353-3039

E-Mail:
drcampbe@andromeda.rutgers.edu

BYLAWS

Stephanie Fox Pierson
Phone: 973-643-3678
E-Mail: spierson@llgm.com

GOVERNMENT & LEGAL AFFAIRS
Susan Lyons

Phone: 973-353-3092

E-Mail: slyons@kinoy.rutgers.edu

GRANTS & AWARDS

Mary Ellen Kaas

Phone: 973-425-8810

E-Mail: mkaas@mdmlaw.com

GUIDELINES

Leigh DeProspo

Phone: 732-549-5600

E-Mail: Ideprospo@greenbaumlaw.com

MEMBERSHIP

Johanna N. Icasiano
Phone: 973-642-8452
E-Mail: icasicjo@shu.edu

NEWSLETTER

Scott L. Fisher (Co-Chair)
Phone: 732-855-6160
E-Mail: sfisher@wilentz.com

Stephanie Fox Pierson (Co-Chair)
Phone: 973-643-3678
E-Mail: spierson@llgm.com

NOMINATING

Gayle Lynn-Nelson

Phone: 973-627-9365

E-Mail: gayle.lynn-nelson@lexis-
nexis.com

OUTREACH EDUCATION
Laura V. Klem

Phone: 732-855-6140
E-Mail: [klem@wilentz.com




NJLLA In-Site ¢ Fall 2002

PLACEMENT

Daniel R. Campbell

Phone: 973-353-3039

E-Mail:
drcampbe@andromeda.rutgers.edu

PROGRAM

Karen B. Brunner (Co-Chair)
Phone: 973-538-0800
E-Mail: kbrunner@riker.com

Beth Petruska (Co-Chair)
Phone: 973-597-2500 ext. 5122
E-Mail: bpetruska@lowenstein.com

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Johanna N. Icasiano
Phone: 973-642-8452
E-Mail: icasicjo@shu.edu

TECHNOLOGY

Daniel R. Campbell

Phone: 973-353-3039

E-Mail:
drcampbe@andromeda.rutgers.edu

UNION LIST

Julie von Schrader

Phone: 973-966-8120

E-Mail: jvonschrader@phks.com

NJLLA In-Site is published four times per
year (Fall, Winter, Spring and Summer)
by the New lJersey Law Llibrarians
Association, a chapter of the American
Association of Law Libraries. It is sent to
members as a benefit of membership.
Opinions of contributors are not
necessarily the opinions of the
newsletter staff or the New lJersey Law
Librarians Association.

Contributions to NIJLLA In-Site are
welcome. Please direct questions,
articles or other items of interest to Scott
L. Fisher, Wilentz Goldman & Spitzer, 90
Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge,
NJ 07095, 732-855-6160, (fax) 732-726-
6525, (e-mail) sfisher@wilentz.com.
Contributions submitted for publication
are subject to editorial review. Please
submit copy in Word, WordPerfect for
Windows or ASCIlI format. Submissions
will be accepted on disk or via e-mail.

NJLLA Reprint Policy: Reprinting of any
article contained in NJLLA In-Site must
have prior approval by the author and
In-Site editors.

NJLLA In-Site

Stephanie Fox Pierson
and
Scott L. Fisher

Current NJLLA Subscribers:

To Subscribe or Unsubscribe; Change Your Subscriber Options/Get Your Password; View

Go to: http://aalinet.org/mailman/listinfo/njlla - subscribe

To Post a Message:

Send message to: njlla@aalinet.org

Type your message in the body.
Send message.

To Visit the NJLLA Archives:

Use a brief descripftive title in the subject line.

Go to: http://aalinet.org/mailman/private/njlla/
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Welcome to the first issue of the newly
designed, and newly re-named,
newsletter of the New Jersey Law
Librarians Association. As we celebrate
our 15M year, you will notice that we
have totally redesigned the newsletter.

A new title, NJLLA In-Site, has been
selected and approved by the
Executive Board. A new format and a
new method of distributing the
newsletter to you have been
implemented. Beginning with this issue,
and each subsequent issue under our
management, the newslefter  will
contain articles and information of
interest to New Jersey's law librarians.
The newsletter will still be 4 issues per
year but now, after the succeeding issue
of the newsletter is electronically
distributed to the membership, each
previous issue will be uploaded to the
NJLLA web site. We are confident that
you will enjoy these changes.

As the newly created Technology
Committee  begins its work, and
enhancements to the Association's web
site are applied, some of the information
that currently is published in the
newsletter may be moved to the web
site. You will be kept informed of each
new change as it occurs.

In celebration of the Association’s 15t
year, we have devoted this issue to the
NJLLA, focusing on its history, its
membership, and future plans for the
organization. As 15is the key number for
us this year, with your input, we have
compiled lists of *15" items of interest to
law librarians on a variety of topics.
Please be sure to review the lists as you
read the newsletter. We had fun in
compiling these lists and want to thank
all the members who participated.

If you would like to submit a news item or
write an article for a future newsletter,
please contact us. Also, please feel free
to contact us if you have any questions,
concerns, suggestions or comments.

Thank you, as always, for your interest
and support.

NJLLA In-Site

Winter — December 1, 2002
Spring — April 1, 2003
Summer - June 1, 2003
Fall — September 1, 2003

In the early years of NJLLA's
existence, a library was founded. |t
contains print and non-print materials
on law librarianship, law library
management, and legal research.
The library is currently kept at the
Rutgers Law School Library in
Newark, New Jersey.

Each vyear, the Executive Board
selects a resource to add to NJLLA's
liorary. Members can make
suggestions  for  purchases by
contacting Dan  Campbell at
drcampbe@andromeda.rutgers.edu
or 973-353-3039.

For a list of the titles in the library, and
information on borrowing privileges,
please see the inside cover of your
membership directory.
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Welcome to NJLLA In-Site. | recognize
that this time of year may be quite
difficult for our members because of
memories of September 11th.  Yet, with
compassion, we strive to move on. In
doing so, it would be remiss of me not to
say thank you for the opportunity to
serve as Chapter President. | anticipate
a year of encouragement, challenge
and renewed commitment.

This issue of the NJLLA newsletter is cause
for a two-fold celebration. First, | am
excited about this, NJLLA's  first
electronic publication. This format
represents history for the organization.
Since 1995, special ad hoc committees
(Technology Assessment for Librarian
Education and Study and Special
Committee on Electronic Publication)
have made proposals to the Executive
Board about technology issues
impacting the organization. The TALES
special committee, chaired by Scoft
Fisher, one of NJLLA's former Presidents,
resulted in the NJLLA web page and
listserv. We owe a debt of gratitude to
NJLLA member Rita Bronnenkant who
created the first NJLLA web page and 1o
Past President Dan Campbell who set up
the chapter listserv. The next phase of
NJLLA's evolution encompassed the
fransition to electronic publications.
Accordingly, SCEP formalized its findings
and recommended creation of the
newly established Technology
Committee. With this issue of the
newsletter, electronic publication has
come to fruition.

So often we make recommendations,
but it takes hard work to move a plan
from paper into a finished product. In
less than three months, our co-chairs
have made this project a reality. As
they distribute the first issue of the
newsletter to NJLLA members, AALL
Council of Newsletter Editors and
Chapter Presidents, it gives me great

pleasure to credit the Newsletter
Committee and its co-chairs, Vice
President Stephanie Pierson and Scoftt
Fisher. Most importantly, our Chapter
leaders are creating connections fo
keep you informed.

Second, it is the Chapter’s 15t birthday
and | extend my gratitude to my
predecessors. At AALL, our birthday was
highlighted by the NJLLA table display.
In addition to thanking Scott for this
clever idea, | thank Membership and
Public Relations Chair Johanna Icasiano
for supplying the gift bag with NJLLA
brochures.

Speaking of AALL, | tried something new
at this year's Annual Meeting. | took on
the role of volunteer reporter and
hospitality assistant and arrived early to
report for duty. As | connected with
other law librarians, we shared the
workload in order fto issue four
convention newspapers and assist with
the hospitality needs of visitors. To work
behind the scenes was an amazing
experience and the feeling of
appreciation stimulated the challenge.
Before long, and in one day, we stuffed
2,000 conference bags (programs/
brochures) for pre-registered attendees.
On the assembly line, we worked,
laughed and listened. Meanwhile, |
thought about the ties that bind wus,
chapter by chapter, to AALL. At the
end of our service, the leaders offered
their thanks and appreciation.

Later, at leadership sessions, Chapter
Presidents and Vice Presidents met with
the Executive Director on specific
chapter-related matters including:
membership, motivation, professional
development, structuring programs,
writing reports, and strategic planning.
Stephanie and | spread out to cover as
many sessions as possible.

| spent extra fime on meeting
management. At 7:.00 a.m., Chapter
Presidents were carrying their coffee






