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k tIn a word, these great improvements , which distinguish our age from all preceding 
ages, have been obtained from na tu re by addressing her in the language of science and 
art ,—the only language she u n d e r s t a n d s . " — H O R A C E MANN. 

' 'He is no whole man until he knows how to earn a blameless l ivelihood. ' ' —EMERSON. 



ILLINOIS I N D U S T R I A L U N I V E R S I T Y , 

U R B A N A, I I I . , OCTOBER 15TH, 1878. 

To His Excellency, SHELBY M. CIJLLOM, 

Governor of Illinois: 

I have the honor to submit herewith, the Ninth Report of the 
Board of Trustees of the Illinois Industrial University, with accompa­
nying papers. This is for the two years ending September 30th, 1878, 
and closes the first decennary of the history of the institution. Your 
attention is invited to the evident and marked progress that has been 
made during these ten years. 

Very respectfully yours, 
T. J . B U R R I L L , 

Corresponding Seo'y. 
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TRANSACTIONS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF T H E ILLINOIS INDUSTRIAL 
UNIVERSITY, DECEMBER 5TII , 1 8 7 6 . 

The board met at the University parlor at 3 p. m. Was called to 
order by the president. 

Present : Messrs. Byrd, Blackburn, Cobb, Gardner, Gillham, Mason 
and Sabin. 

Absent : Gov. Beveridge, Messrs. Brown and Flagg. 
The minutes of the last meeting were then read and approved. 
Dr. J. M. Gregory submitted his report, which was received, and 

placed on file. 

REPORT OF REGENT FOR THE QUARTER ENDING DEC. OTH, 1 8 7 6 . 

GENTLEMEN : 

Without preamble I proceed to lay before you at once the infor­
mation and suggestions you have a right to ask of me. 

CONDITION OF T H E UNIVERSITY. 

The opening term of the year is now well on to its close. The 
attendance, though somewhat affected by the continued hard times, is 
still encouraging. The total number of new students admitted is 119. 
Of these 37 were admitted to the college classes, and 82 to the pre­
liminary studies. Of the preparatory students 44 expect to pass the 
examination and enter the present freshman class before the close of 
the year. I believe that the experiment of a preliminary year is 
likely to prove quite successful in accomplishing the objects aimed at 
by the board. 

Among the new students, an unusual number has entered for the 
course in mechanical engineering. 

The wThole number of students in attendance this term, is 330. Many 
of the old students, now out, hope to return before the close of the 
year. 
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It was found necessary to employ but one additional teacher for 
the preliminary classes, the changes in the course allowing other assist­
ant teachers to do the work. 

Prof. (I. E. Morrow has accepted your appointment as professor of 
agriculture, and will enter upon his duties at the opening of the next 
term. K 

Mr. Peter Roos, of Boston, has been employed to teach free hand 
and industrial drawings and designing. His classes are large and quite 
enthusiastic, and may we hope that this new held of industrial education 
will prove not only a success here, but of great value to the manufac­
turing interests of the state. To meet the needs of this new work, I 
was obliged to authorize the construction of some models and supports. 
A full set of these has been designed by Mr. Roos, which it is hoped 
may be introduced into other schools in this state, and thus furnish 
some work for our shops, and contribute to the advancement of this 
important branch of practical education. This University, indeed 
ought to furnish to the state a body of competent instructors, and ap­
paratus of instruction in these purely industrial departments of educa­
tion. !• 

The renovation in the machine shop ordered at your last meeting, 
has been accomplished, and this shop has been much improved in con­
venience and appearance. The appropriation was slightly exceeded, as 
it was found necessary to give a new roof to the forge shop. A simi­
lar renovation to the carpenter shop should be made whenever your 
funds will allow it. 

C KN TEN N1AL EX HI MTIO"S . 

The articles sent to the centennial industrial exhibition have been 
returned safely. W e have the satisfaction not only of having con­
tributed to an important extent . to the educational exhibit made by 
our state and county, but also of having won the favorable judgment 
of many prominent educators, both American and foreign. One of 
the most prominent educational periodicals in this country, pronounces 
the exhibit made by this University the only complete exhibition made 
by any institution of higher education. I believe it to have been the 
largest exhibit made by any educational institution from either side 
of the Atlantic. The impulse given to our work by the labor of pre­
paring it amply compensated for all the expense attending it. I hope 
we may be permitted to prepare something for the international exhi­
bition to be held in Paris in 1878. The great distance will of course 
forbid our making so large an exhibit, but I believe we can prepare a 
smaller and more select representation of our work, which will not 
disgrace the University of our state. 

Wi th the concurrence of the professors concerned, we effected some 
exchanges which give important additions to our collections, Besides 
the specimens gained by exchange, the University has received large 
and important donations from Spain, Brazil, Portugal, Canada, Austra­
lian colonies, Sweden and Russia. Those from Spain are especially 
costly and valuable, embracing a magnificent volume of architecture 
published by the Spanish government, the usual price of which is not 
less than 1150 ; also a large number of casts of Spanish and Moorish 
architecture, of great value to our schools of architecture. I respectful-
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ly suggest that suitable resolutions be made and communicated to Col. 
Lopez J. Fabra, the royal commissioner from Spain, and to the Span­
ish government for these valuable gifts. Some acknowledgments are 
due also to other commissioners and governments for the favors 
received. 

SCIIRCEDll's MODELS. 

By request of several professors, I looked over the models on exhi­
bition from the celebrated establishment of Schroedu, Darmstadt, Ger­
many, and finding among them some models in Stereotomy and other 
departments not hitherto represented in our collections, and having offer­
ed these at an unusually large discount, and the freight and custom char­
ges having already been paid, I ventured to purchase to the amount 
of $105, which I paid from my own funds and now hold the goods 
subject to your orders. These models will be the more valuable to us, 
as they afford examples after which we can manufacture many addi­
tional models in the same department for ourselves. 

T H E STATE TEACHERS ' ASSOCIATION 

Has chosen Champaign as the place for its next annual meeting, 
and through its executive committee has requested that the state crimi­
nal school exhibit shall be retained here and put on exhibition during 
their meeting. I request permission to use one of the lecture rooms 
temporarily for this purpose, and also that rooms be tendered the 
association for such meetings as its members may wish to hold in the 
University building. I t is understood that the most of the meetings 
are to be held at a public hall. 

The thermometer graduating machine made for the centennial exhi­
bition is still on hand, and I communicate herewith a letter from a 
party desiring to purchase the same. 

APPROPRIATIONS DESIRED. 

The following small appropriations are asked in addition to the ap­
propriations heretofore made for this half year. After careful exami­
nation, I recommend them to your favorable consideration : 

1. To Prof. Robinson for materials for the physical laboratory for 
the instruction of classes next term, $20. 

2. Additional tools for machine and pattern shops, as per Prof. 
Robinson's report, $50. 

3. For refitting and improvement of the machinery in machine 
shop, $25. 

4. For shelving in the pattern room, $5. 

I forbear from recommending any appropriations for the other pur­
poses mentioned by Prof. Robinson, not from any doubt of their 
desirability but because they seem at present to be beyond our means, 
and because I hope that the legislature will consent to make a regu­
lar appropriation for the maintenance and supply of the shops. 
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5. For instruction of band as per request of Prof. Snyder, $15. 

6. For additional apparatus for the calisthenic classes, $25. 

7. To cover expense of models already made for drawing and de­
signing classes, and for additional ones needed, $10. 

8. To cover clock and other articles needed for civil engineering 
classes, $30. 

At the request of Dr. Prentice, I again ask your attention to the 
propriety of ordering at once the large model of the horse from Dr. 
Anzoux of Paris. At least six months must elapse after the order is 
made before the model can be finished. There is an unexpended bal­
ance of the state appropriation nearly sufficient to cover this purchase. 

I desire to call your attention to the music for our daily general exer­
cises in the chapel. This daily assemblage of the whole body of students 
is in my estimation one of the most important educationary influences 
of a general character amongst us. I t affords opportunities for familiar 
practical lectures on subjects not taught in classes and yet of high im­
portance in the formation of character. The general discipline of the 
University depends largely upon this daily assembly. To give it ad­
ditional attractiveness and power, a choir is organized, and with the 
aid of Prof. Robinson I have undertaken to procure a new organ 
without calling upon the friends of the University for aid. Miss 
Patchin has at my request undertaken the lead of the choir and with 
a success which has been gratifying to us all. I wish some appropria­
tion might be made to compensate her for these valuable services. 
At least the compensation she receives for private lessons for the 
same time. 

HEATING APPARATUS. 

Our heating apparatus has been found liable to many accidents, and 
to frequent failures, and lately a new difficulty has shown itself. The 
steam force pump is inadequate for the work required of it. I t can­
not draw from the well and lift to the present tanks the water required. 
A remedy is demanded at once or we must frequently be left with­
out steam and with cold rooms. A new and more powerful pump 
will cost $200 or $300, as I am informed. Two other expedients offer 
themselves : 1st, to employ additional labor to work the pump, lifting 
the water first into a barrel or hogshead and thence to the tanks, or, 
2nd, the construction of two new tanks over the water closets. This 
would probably be the cheapest, and would serve some good purposes. 

But ultimately a new pump must be purchased. 

APPROPRIATIONS FROM STATE. 

Several weeks since, Governor Beveridge visited the University to 
ascertain the amounts of the appropriations which it would be needful 
to ask from the approaching general assembly. In connection with Mr. 
Gardner, I laid before him our wants, subject to the revision of the 
board of trustees, and he deemed the following worthy of recommen­
dation, the board of trustees concurring. 


