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ILLINOIS INDUSTRIAL UNIVERSITY,
Ursaxa, ILn.,, OcroBer 15TH, 1878.

To His FExcellency, SueLsy M. CurLoy,
Governor of Illinois:

I have the honor to submit herewith, the Ninth Report of the
Board of Trustees of the Illinois Industrial University, with accompa-
nying papers. This is for the two years ending September 30th, 1878,
and closes the first decennary of the history of the institution. Your
attention is invited to the evident and marked progress that has been
made during these ten years.

Very respectfully yours,
T. J. BURRILL,
Corresponding Sec’y.
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TRANSACTIONS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES.

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE ILLINOIS INDUSTRIAL
UNIVERSITY, DECEMBER 5TH, 1876.

The board met at the University parlor at 3 p. m. Was called to
order by the president.

Present: Messrs. Byrd, Blackburn, Cobb, Gardner, Gillham, Mason
and Sabin.

Absent :  Gov. Beveridge, Messrs. Brown and Flagg.

The minutes of the last meeting were then read and approved.

Dr. J. M. Gregory submitted his report, which was received, and
placed on file.

REPORT OF REGENT FOR THE QUARTER ENDING DEC. 5TH, 1876.

GENTLEMEN :

Without preamble I proceed to lay before you at once the infor-
mation and suggestions you have a right to ask ‘of me.

CONDITION OF THE UNIVERSITY.

The opening term of the year is now well on to its close. The
attendance, though somewhat affected by the continued hard times, is
still encouraging. The total number of new students admitted is 119.
Of these 37 were admitted to the college classes, and 82 to the pre-
liminary studies. Of the preparatory students 44 expect to pass the
examination and enter the present freshman class before the close of
the year. I believe that the experiment of a preliminary year is
likely to prove quite successful in accomplishing the objects aimed at
by the board.

Among the new students, an unusual number has entered for the
course in mechanical engineering.

The whole number of students in attendance this term, is 330. Many
of the old students, now-out, hope to return before the close of the
year.



It was found necessary to employ but one additional teacher for
the preliminary classes, the changes in the course allowing other assist-
ant teachers to do the work.

Prof. E. Morrow has accepted your appointment as professor of
a(rllcultuw and will enter upon his duties at the opemn(" of the next
term

Mr. Peter Roos, of Boston, has been unployed to teach free hand
and industrial drawings and designing. His classes are large and quite
enthusiastic, and may we hope that this new field of industrial education
will prove not only a success hére, but of great value to the manufac-
turing interests of the state. To meet the needs of this new work, I
was obliged to authorize the construction of some models and supports.
A full set of these has been designed by Mr. Roos, which it is hoped
may be introduced into other schools in this state, and thus furnish
some work for our shops, and contribute to the advancement of this
important branch of practical education. This University, indeed
ought to furnish to the state a body of competent instructors, and ap-
paratus of instruction in these purely industrial departments of educa-
tion..-

The renovation in the machine shop ordered at your last meeting,
has been accomplished, and this shop has been much improved in con-
venience and appearance. The appropriation was slightly exceeded, as
it was found necessary to give a new roof to the forge shop. A simi-
lar renovation to the carpenter shop should be made whenever your
funds will allow it.

CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION,

The articles sent to the centennial industrial exhibition have been
returned safely. We have the satisfaction not only of having con-
tributed to an important extent to the educational exhibit made by
our state and county, but also of having won the favorable judgment
of many prominent educators, both American and foreign. One of
the most prominent educational periodicals in this country, pronounces
the exhibit made by this University the only complete exhibition made
by any institution of higher education. I believe it to have been the
largest exhibit made by any educational institution from either side
of the Atlantic. The impulse given to our work by the labor of pre-
paring it amply compensated for all the expense attending it. I hope
we may be permitted to prepare something for the international exhi-
bition to be held in Paris in 1878. The great distance will of course
forbid our making so large an exhibit, but I believe we can prepare a
smaller and more select representation of our Work, which will not
disgrace the University of our state.

With the concurrence of the professors concerned, we effected some
exchanges which give important additions to our collections, Besides
the specimens gained by exchange, the University has received large
and important donations from Spain, Brazil, Portugal, Canada, Austra-
lian colonies, Sweden and Russia. Those from Spain are especially
costly and valuable, embracing a magnificent volume of architecture
published by the Spanish government the usual price of which is not
less than $150; also a large number of casts of Spanish and Moorish
architecture, of great value to our schools of architecture. I respectful-
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ly suggest that suitable resolutions be made and communicated to Col.
Lopez J. Fabra, the royal commissioner from Spain, and to the Span-
ish government for these valuable gifts. Some acknowledgments are
due also to other commissioners and governments for- the favors
received.

SCHR&EDU’S MODELS.

By request of several professors, I looked over the models on exhi-
bition from the celebrated establishment of Schreedu, Darmstadt, Ger-
many, and finding among them some models in Stereotomy and other
departments not hitherto represented in our collections, and having offer-
ed these at an unusually large discount, and the freight and custom char-
ges having already been paid, I ventured to purchase to the amount
of $105, which I paid from my own funds and now hold the goods
subject to your orders. These models will be the more valuable to us,
as they afford examples after which we can manufacture many addi-
tional models in the same department for ourselves.

THE STATE TEACHERS® ASSOCIATION

Has chosen Champaign as the place for its next annual meeting,
and through its executive committee has requested that the state crimi-
nal school exhibit shall be retained here and put on exhibition during
their meeting. I request permission to use one of the lecture rooms
temporarily for this purpose, and also that rooms be tendered the
association for such meetings as its members may wish to hold in the
University building. It is understood that the most of the meetings
are to be held at a public hall.

The thermometer graduating machine made for the centennial exhi-
bition is still on hand, and I communicate herewith a letter from a
party desiring to purchase the same.

APPROPRIATIONS DESIRED.

The following small appropriations are asked in addition to the ap-
propriations heretofore made for this half year. After careful exami-
nation, I recommend them to your favorable consideratiopn :

1. To Prof. Robinson for materials for the physical laboratory for
the instruction of classes next term, $20.

2. Additional tools for machine and pattern shops, as per Prof.
Robinson’s report, $50.

3. For refitting and improvement of the machinery in machine
shop, $25.

4. For shelving in the pattern room, $5.

I forbear from recommending any appropriations for the other pur-
poses mentioned by Prof. Robinson, not from any doubt of their
desirability but because they seem at present to be beyond our means,
and because I hope that the legislature will consent to make a regu-
lar appropriation for the maintenance and supply of the shops.






