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Every man is a consumer, and ought to be a producer. He fails to make 
his place good in the world, unless he not only pays his debt, but also adds 
something to the public wealth. Nor can he do justice to his genius without 
making some larger demand on the world than a bare subsistence. He is by 
constitution expensive, and needs to be rich. 

Wealth has its source in applications of the mind to nature, from the rudest 
strokes of spade and ax, up to the last secrets of art. Intimate ties subsist 
between thought and all production, because a better order is equivalent to 
vast amounts of brute labor. The forces and resistances are Nature's, but the 
mind acts in bringing things from where they abound to where they are 
wanted; in wise combining; in directing the practice of the useful arts, and 
in the creation of finer values, by fine art, by eloquence, by song, or the repro­
ductions of memory.—Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
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