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I. DESCRIPTION

A. Purpoge: To support research and teaching on the histery of the book
and the book arts. The programs which make most use of the book arts
collections are the Graduate School of Library and Information Science which
offers courses in historical and analytical bibliography and the departments
of English, Germanic Languages and Literatures, the School of Music and
several others wvhich ocffer courses in bibliography and research methods.

B. Hister¥ of Collection: Titles in the book arts have been collected for
many years but more consistently since the 1930s, vhen the rare book
collection was organized, and more heavily since the 19508, The Book Arts fund
was first designated in the mid 1970z, but the sirze of the anmual allecation
does not reflect the Library's major Iinterest in this area or the scope of the
eollection which ia enhanced mainly by the General Ressarch, General, and
Library Friemds funds.

C. Estimate of Holdings: The size of the collection is unknown but
probably exceeds 8,000 primary and secondary sources,

D. Scate, Regfonal, and National Importamce: Within the state, holdings
in both primary and secondary materials are exceeded only by the ngbarry
Library and possibly the University of Chicago. Within the Midwest, these
libraries are closely approached by the Library of the University of Michigan
at Ann Arbor. Nationally, this Library would eaaily rank ameng the top ten
libraries, with the holdings of secondary materials ranking more strongly than
primary sourcea. The outstanding collection of incunabula numbers 1,130 titles
and "coples.®

E. Upit Bespopsible for Collectipg: Rare Book and Special Collections
Library.

F. Locatiop of Materials: The rarest and most valuable items are in the
Bare Book and Special Collections Library; many items are found in the

Bookstacks, in the Library and Information Science, Music, Art and
Architecture {which has a rich collection of reproductions of and studiez on
illuminated manuscripts), and Blology Libraries.

G. Cicatfons of Works Describing the Collection:

Allen, Robert R., "Varlant Readings in Johnsen's London,* The Papers
of The Bibliographical Soclety of America 56:2 (2nd Quarter 1966): 214-215.

Harkness  Bruce, "The Precedence of the 1676 Editioms of Milton's
Literse Pgeudo-Sepatus Anglicand,” Studies ip Bibliography 7 (1955): 181-185.
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Eer, Nell, "Bindings of Early Books Iin the University of Illinois
Library." 196%9. Unpublished manuscript codex Iin Rare Book and Special
Collections Library (Reference}.

Lewls, Clarissa 0., "A Purther Note on Miltom's Pro Populo Anglicano
Defensio,” The Library (London) 231 (1942/43): 45-47.

Hash, H. Frederick, "A Case of Dlnlining Patronage: William Geddes's

Ihe Saints Recreatiop of 1683,"
Bibliography and Allied Topics 11:3 (1983): 59-72.

Hash, W. Frederick, "Invasions by the Pen,” Hop Solus 1 (1974): 26-
3l1.

Simko, Jan, "Two Versions of the 1601 English Translation of Hannini's
Civil Consi{derations and An Unnoticed Posthumous Portralt of Queen Elizabeth
I,” Hotes and Querieg N.S5. 30:5 (October 1983): &417-420,

I1. GENERAL COLLECTION GUIDELIKES

A. Lapguages: Fo restrictions, but preference for materfials im English
whenever possible.

B. Chropelogical Guidelines: Mo restrictions. The Rare Book and Special
Collections Library has several examples of bookmaking from the period

preceding the Introduction of printing Iin Europe (ca, L4530}, as well as some
papyrl from about 200 A.D.

G, Geographical Guidelipes: Mo restrictlons, but emphasis on materials
from Western Europe and the United States.

D, Ireatment of Subject: The focus of the book arts 1s on the book and
manuscript as cultural artifacts, stressing the physical aspects (printing,
i1lustraction, calligraphy, binding, and design) as well as the historical and
intellectual context. The book arts collection consists of examples of works
of fine printing, i1llustration, binding, and design; histories of princing,
illustration, peper, &snd binding; technical works on these subjects;
significant analytical, descriptive, and subject bibliographies, studies of
distinguished printers and presses; studies of book collecting and works
reflecting bibliophilic interests; reference books and bibliographies om all
aspects of the book arts. The Rare Book and Speciasl Collections Library
collects outstanding examples of the book arts in the original format or in
reproduction, and highly scholarly reference works and secondary studies. The
Library and Information Science Library collects less expensive secondary
sources. The Art and Architecture Library collects materials in the book arts
as they relate to illustration and graphic art. The Communications Library
purchases works on the history of the publishing Industry, and some
departmental libraries, such as Blology and Music, acquire fine examples of
the book arts when the Iintellectual content ls related to disciplinary
interests.
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E. TIvpes of Materials: Standard statement, Materfals of special interest
are incunabula, broadsides, bactledores, romans # clef, specimens of work from
modern hand presses, and works containing examples of cancellanda, half-sheet
imposition, gauffered edges, Japanese wvellum, lithographic {llustrations, etc.

F. Date of Publication: Ho restrictions.

G, FPlace of Publication: Mo restrictiona, but emphasis is on works from
Western Europe and the United States.

III. COLLECTION RESPONSIBILITY BY SUBJECT SUBDIVISIONS WITH QUALIFICATIONS,
LEVELS OF COLLECTING INTENSITY, AND ASSIGHMENTS

SUBJECTS Ei CL DL  ASSIGHNMENTS

BOOE ARTS

Primary sources 3 3 3 BOOE ARTS/art/
Rare Book &
Special
Collections
Library/
biology/
music

Secondary studies 4 4 & BOOE ARTS/
library
gclence//act/
communications





