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BIOLDGICAL SCIEMCES
Eligabheth Davis; September 1984
Beviged: January 1990

I. DESCRIFTION

A. Purpoge: To support teaching and research in the S5chool of Life
Sciences through, and beyond, the doctoral level, in all areas of biology,
theoretical or applied. The collection also supports teaching and research in
related fields such as agriculture, anthropology, applied life studies,
chemistry, engineering, geology, health scilences, home economics, natural
history, physical education, physics, psychology, and veterinary science.

B. History of Collection: The bulk of the biological sciences collection
evolved from the Watural History Library which originated from the collection
of the S5tate Laboratory of Natural History developed by the late Professor
Stephen A. Forbes. The tucleus of the Natural History Library was transferred
from Normal, Illinois, when Forbes was made Professor of Zoology and
Entomology at the Universicy in 1884, In 1911, books from the University of
Illinocis departmental seminars of Botany, Entomology, Geology, Fhyslology, and
Zoology were added to the collection. During 1913-14, the University
transferred books from the Hain Library to be added to the NHatural History
Library collection., Im 1940 the present Natural History Survey Library was
established in the Natural Resources Building by the transfer of many of the
materials from the Natural History Library. When the School of Life Sciences
was established in 1959 coinciding with the completion of Burrill Hall, named
for the eminent biclogist Thomas Jonathan Burrill, the collection in the
Hatural History Library was split again. A Geology Library was formed, taking
the geological materials from the Natural History Library, while the books amd
serials covering the fields of the life sciences were moved to the Biology
Library, 101 Burrill Hall.

C. Estimate of Holdings: 200,000 (December, 1983).

D. Stace, Regional, and National Importance: The biological sciences
collection is preeminent In the state and reglon, with a distimguished
reputation as one of the finest collectioms im the nation. Holdings in
taxonomy and systematics of flora and fauna are especilally strong.

E. Unit Responsible for Collecting: Most selection of biclogical
literature originates in the Biology Library and to a lesser extent, the

Matural History Survey, although there are collection activities in libraries
gsupporting disciplines listed in I.A.

F. Location of Haterials: The majority of the biological sciences
collection, some 115,000 volumes, is located in the Biology Library. Portions
of the collection are also located in the Natural History Survey (36,000
wvolumes), the Bookstacks (20,00 wolumes), and the remaining volumes are found
primarily in the Agriculture, Undergraduate, and Veterinary Medicine
Libraries.
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G. Cications of Works Describing the Collection:

Downs, pp. 30-31.

Major, pp. 1, 3, 32, 48,

II. GENERAL COLLECTION GUIDELINES

A, lapnguages: Standard statement. English translations, I{f they are
avallable, are usually preferred to the original forelgn language work.

B. Chronological Guidelines: No restrictions.
€. Geographical Guldelines: Worldwide.

D, Ireatment of Subject: Standard statement with the exception that
textbooks are collected selectively. The biological sciences include all areas
of blology, thecretical or applied, with emphasis on anatomy, biophysics,
botany, ecology, entomology, genetics, microblology, physiology, zeoology, and
related interdisciplinary flelds, Historical and blographical materials
relating to the blelogical sclences are collected selectively with
responsibllity Iin blology and the history of sclience funds. Interdisciplinary
areas, such as enviromnmental literature and the neurcsclences, are the
responsibility of individual selectors as they pertain to departmental
collections, Clinical material is included in the biological sciences
eollection only if it is paired with experimental work; clinical literature is
normally collected by the Veterinary Medicine Library. The biological sciences
collectlion also extends Inte such areas in linguistics as neurological
linguistics; in anthropolegy, ethnobiology and human evolution; and in
psychology, physiological psychology. p

E. TIvypes of Materisls: Standard statesent. Laboratory workbooks, fileld
guides, and manuals are purchased selectively and more comprehensively in some
specialized areas which directly support the curriculum,

F. Date of Publication: Standard statement, Speclal efforts are made to
collect first editions of classic works in the field of raxonomy and
systematics.

G. Place of Publication: No restrictions.

III. COLLECTION RESPONSIBILITY BY SUBJECT SUBDIVISIONS WITH QUALIFICATIONS,
LEVELS OF COLLECTING INTENSITY, AND ASSIGNMENTS

SUBJECTS E5 CL DL  ASSICHMENTS

Aging, blological aspects T 5 o BIOLOGY /S
veterinary
medicine

Anatomy and histelogy i i 4 BIOLOGY/S
veterinary
medicine

Bioethics & & & LAV /biology
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SUBJECTS

Biology
Biophysics
Biotechnology

Botamy

Cell Biology
Ecology

Electron microscopy--see Microscopy
Entomology

Environmental bilology

Evolution, biological

Ethology

Genetic engineering--see Blotechnology

Genetics

Histology--see Anatomy and Histology
Immunology

Limmology

Microbiology

Microscopy, including electron,
optical, and scanning

Molecular biclogy
Heurobiology

Oncology, theoretical aspects
Parasitology

Fhysiology
Pharmacology

Plant biclogy--see Botamy
Tissue culture

Toxicology

Zoology
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AS3IGNMENTS

BIOLOGY

BIOLOGY fphrysice

biology/
chemistry/
agriculture/
engineering
BIOLOGY /matural
history survey
BIOLOGY

BIOLOGY natural
histery survey

BIOLOEY fnatural
history survey
BIOLOGY fmatural
history survey
BIOLOGY
BIOLOGY

BIOLOGY

BEIOLOGY
BIGLOGY
BIOLOGY

BIOLOGY/
engineering
BIOLOGY
BIOLOGY
BIOLOGY
VETERINARY
HEDICINE/
blology
BIOLOGY
VETERINARY
MEDICINE/
chemistry

BIOLOGY/
veterinary
medicine

VETERIHARY
HEDICINE/
biology

BIOLOCY /natural
history survey





